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ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS: Please consider donating 4-hours of 
your time at the Oktoberfest, CALL OR EMAIL SARA ALI TO SIGN 
UP (845)454-5481 or email SALI722@VERIZON.NET  
 
Work areas include kitchen preparation, food service, cashier, beverage 
sales, raffle, T-Shirt and goods sales, parking, set up, general clean up of 
tables and grounds during festival, security and more. It’s a great way to 
make friends and help your club. Some members take one shift, some 
pull a double on one day and some take one shift on two days. It is a 
collective effort to make our growing Oktoberfest successful; about 
1500 guests attended last year! We need YOU! Volunteers receive free 
admission to the festival, one meal and two drinks (an approximate $26 
value). 

   Founded 1850 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
President: 
   Jon Wagner 635-9009 
Vice President: 
   Carol Ann Fischer 876-2592 
Secretary : 
   Ed Blatz 632-1555 
Treasurer: 
   Sherwood Kreig 229- 8208 
Financial Secretary: 
   Michael Reichert 635-1065 
 
DAUGHTER  CLUBS and COMMITTEES 

Singers President: 
   Pat Kemmerer 454-8192  
Soccer Club President: 
   Joe Ulrich 380-7925 
Germania Almrausch President: 
   Christine Pattantyús 452-6219 
Rentals: 
   Karen Beyer 418-8065 
Building & Grounds: 
   Cal Baker 454-6572 
House: 
   Gerhard Stoetzel 914-474-5956 
Bar: 
   Horst Schaffner 229-9013 
Membership: 
   Gisela Hetherington 454-9849 
Newsletter Editor: 471-7442 or 
editor@germaniapok.com 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Jul 25 BBQ at Pavilion (music) 
Jul 30 Friday Dinner 5-7pm 
Aug 08 Internat’l Dinner: Hungary 
Aug 13 Friday Dinner 5-7pm 
Aug 27 Friday Dinner 5-7pm 
Sep 10, 11 & 12 OKTOBERFEST 
Sep 24 Friday Dinner 5-7pm 
Sep 25 53rd Steuben Parade in NYC 
Oct 3 Sunday Movie, call 454-6572 
Oct 8 Friday dinner 
Oct 22 Friday dinner 
Oct 30 Kinder Halloween Party 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by Jon Wagner: 
 
First I want to thank you for the support in once again electing me President of Germania. I look forward to 
working with Carol Ann, Sherwood, Mike and Ed on the Executive Board as we move Germania forward for 
our next 160 years. Our returning and newly elected Trustees will be asked to take on a more formal role as they 
work for the success of our club. Each Trustee will be assigned a specific area that they are responsible for as 
well as a second area that they need to be familiar with. While we are a Club and that will not change, we are 
also a business in need of managers who recognize the need to operate in a cost effective manner. I welcome the 
newly elected Trustees and hope that they each will take their role quite seriously and understand that a 
commitment comes with the position. 
 
Riverside Bank has approved Germania for an $80,000.00 extension to our mortgage. I am awaiting word of a 
closing as I write this article. Bond holders should expect a letter from me soon after that closing which will 
outline your bond amount and ask you if you want to be paid in full or donate the bond to the club. The decision 
you make is yours alone and whatever decision you make will be respected. The purpose for the extension is to 
provide Germania with the ability to pay off the bonds which were used to finish the new club house. We will 
not use the approved funds for operational costs. Any money remaining as a result of donated bonds will be 
placed in a secure account for capital improvements. 
 
Our cash flow is certainly on the mend and our many events have made it easier recently for our Treasurer to 
wade through the pile of bills he is faced with each month.  Several dinners will take place first, but our next 
major event, Oktoberfest, is just around the corner. Please sign up to volunteer. 
 
The last month or so have been hectic for me due to on-going medical issues, and I won’t be around the club 
much for the next month or so for the same reason. The “down time” will allow me to work on the web site and 
organize some things that can be accomplished from home. 
 
Please continue to volunteer your time and talents to Germania. We always need your help. 
 

 
REMINDERS: As this letter goes to print there are not enough reservations for the annual BBQ on July 25th, if 
you reserved or are thinking about attending please call 845-454-9849 or 845-876-2592 for details.  
 
If you have knowledge and experience in qualifying for and applying for 501c3 type corporation (tax exempt 
status), or know of resources Germania could use, please contact Cal Baker at (845) 454-6572. Cal is heading 
a committee looking into this for Germania. 
 
VENDORS WANTED! If you or someone you know would like to be a vendor at Oktoberfest, please call Jon 
Wagner at 635-9009 or obtain the registration form online at www.GermaniaOktoberfest.com 
 
SAVE THE DATE (Our next newsletter issue will be released close to this deadline):  
Germania Kinder Halloween Costume Party, Saturday, October 30, 2010 , 1:30 – 3:30 PM, Germania 
Members Only, Children 14 and under, Reservations Required NO LATER THAN 10/22/2010; Call Dina Fauci 
at 845-206-1530 or Email: dina_fauci@rhinebecksavings.com 
 
Go Green  and help the club save on postage; receive your newsletter and the photographs throughout in 
clear full color via email! Please take a few moments to sign up for the newsle tter via email  by going to our 
club website, www.GermaniaPok.com, click on the button on the left called “Newsletter”, click the grey box that 
says Email Me the Newsletter and follow the two (2) steps: one to register your name and mailing address and 
one to register your email. Thank you very much!! 
 



 
 
MEMBERSHIP DUES were due in July. Please call membership chairlady Gisela Hetherington at 
845-454-9849 with any questions, comments or concerns, otherwise please mail your payment today. 
 
    
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Please submit your articles, pictures and news to me by emailing them to 
editor@germaniapok.com by the 15th of January, March, May, July, September, and November.  Please look 
ahead to what you are planning as a chairperson or daughter club so your event is submitted timely. Please 
also remember to report on the events you recently hosted or feel free to comment on events you have 
attended. We welcome announcements and personal news from our members, so please write to me!  
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Please Reserve my space for the “Taste of Hungary”, August 8th  
 
PLEASE PRINT Name: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ________________________________ Email: ________________________________ 
 
Guest names included in this reservation are: 
___________________________ ___________________________ ___________________________ 
___________________________ ___________________________ ___________________________ 
 
# Adults: _____  # Children 4-12: _____  # Children 0-3: _____  Amount Enclosed: $      



 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
The 160th Fall Concert is November 7, 2010 

 
 
MEMBERS IN THE NEWS AND OTHER TIDBITS 
 
Wishing JON WAGNER a speedy recovery; he will be recovering from surgery at home. 
 
JON WAGNER, our club President and Supervisor of the Town of LaGrange, attended an event at 
Christo’s to honor Fishkill Town Supervisor Joan Pagones. There was a wonderful picture of Jon with 
Joan and Steve Reverri of the Young Republicans at this affair; looking great Jon! We also hope you 
all didn’t miss the wonderful picture of Jon and Melissa at our Annual Fruhlings Gala; both pictures 
were seen in the Poughkeepsie Journal during the month of April. 
 
Another article in the Poughkeepsie Journal featured a delightful write up and picture of SHANNON 
MARTIN, Realtor. Shannon is the daughter of our long time member Ernie Martin and wife Paula. 
You will find the very interesting and complete article posted on the Germania Bulletin Board. 
 
In the March/April issue of THE STEUBEN NEWS, you will find a picture of 29 members and officers 
of our Dr. Charles Gilbert Spross Steuben Society Unit 167. 
 
 
PRESENT AND PAST MEMBERS IN NURSING HOMES 

Frida Popp is still recuperating at The Lutheran Care Center from surgery after her fall this past 
winter. 

 
Ed Bauer, former member and husband of member Marion Bauer, is now residing at The 
Pines (the former Eden Rock Nursing Home). 

 
 
SCHUHPLATTLER NEWS. Germania Almrausch SV  had limited rehearsals over the 
summer and is now preparing for the Oktoberfest season! We hope you will be able to 
catch some of our performances this year, especially at the Germania Oktoberfest 
September 10th, 11th and 12th!  

 
 
The 53rd Steuben Parade in NYC will be September 25, 2010. Tickets for the GRANDSTAND and 
OKTOBERFEST in Central Park are now available for purchase at $10.00 each from our Online Store 
on the Parade Website or direct from me; if you choose to buy them from me, please send a check 
payable to German American Steuben Parade to Herb Seeff, 12 Indian Ave., Mahopac, NY. For 
additional information call 914-439-7638 or e-mail herbseeff@rcn.com. from Herb Seeff, Vice 
Chairman of the German American Steuben Parade  



TASTE OF POLAND by Monica Jorgensen 
 
On Sunday, June 27th 2010, Germania presented another international series dinner, “taste of Poland”, at the 
Pavilion. As before, we removed the picnic tables and replaced them with our old folding tables. And from the 
clubhouse basement, John Jorgensen brought our old, wooden folding chairs. With the help of Karl and Lore 
Schoenfeld and Resi Kizina the tables and chairs were wiped clean, the tables were covered with tablecloths and 
decorated with flowers making the pavilion very festive. 
 
Margarethe and I devoted the week of June 21 to shopping and preparing the food. Marguerite Shadling helped 
with the stuffed cabbage, and Resi helped Friday including preparing and baking the cakes.   
 
Sunday we had a total of 112 guests, a 6 piece band and 14 volunteers that enjoyed the salad bar and appetizers 
of stuffed cabbage, Pierogi, sauerkraut with Polish kielbasa, and fried cabbage with noodles. The main offerings 
were a Hunter stew, pork roast, creamed carrots, and roasted potatoes. The delicious dessert was peach cake and 
strawberry-rhubarb porridge. 
 
I believe everyone enjoyed themselves, and was pleased with the food and “Tony’s Polka Band”.  We made a 
profit of $1,309.00 which includes the raffle. I wish to thank the members that donated items to the raffle. 
 
In addition to the people mentioned above, Margarethe and I would like to thank Karen Rose who covered the 
reception, Robb Rose who transported the food between the club house kitchen and the pavilion, and Brigitte 
Dessauer, Heather Blatz, Lore Schoenfeld and Resi Kizina who dished out the food. Resi also was in charge of 
the raffle. Horst and Bill tended the bar. Gene Schlag offered to wash dishes, a job no-one ever wants! Mark 
Delaney and numerous other helping hands jumped in to clean up.  Thank you much, if I missed anyone please 
forgive me. (Editor’s Note: As always, John Jorgensen did a great job welcoming the guests and making 
announcements, he always gets a chuckle or two from everyone with his funny stories and comments.) 
 
 “Taste of Hungary” will be at the Pavilion on August 8, 2010 (see details within this newsletter).  Please 
come. We have a grand band; the food will be as authentic as we know how since our mother was more 
Hungarian than Slovak. Join us for good food and music and great memories. 

 



LET’S INTRODUCE YOU  TO THE 2010-2011 GERMANIA  
EXECUTIVE BOARD AND TRUSTEES 

 
As the annual elections approached the members of the executive board all graciously 

accepted to stay on; on the day of Germania’s election, June 19, 2010, four of them 
were unopposed and one was re-elected: 

 
Jon Wagner, President 

Carol Ann Fischer, Vice President 
Sherwood Kreig, Treasurer 

Michael Reichert, Financial Secretary 
Ed Blatz, Secretary 

 
There were five openings for Trustee. Germania’s Trustee’s are listed below; the 

name’s with a * are the results of this year’s election: 
 

Janett Frank, Past and Honorary President 
Joe Ulrich 
Cal Baker 

Gerhard Stoetzel 
Horst Shaffner 

Helga Nowak-Razey 
Chuck Omphalius * 

Bill Reuter * 
Virginia Wagner * 

Evelyn Blatz * 
Gisela Hetherington * 

 
Germania’s membership would like to thank the Trustee’s that served their two-year 

term ending on July 1, 2010: Kevin Blatz, Annelise Ruh-Kreig, Gloria Hupe and Monica 
Jorgensen. We welcome the four new trustees and thank the entire board and trustees 

for handling the administrative affairs of our club and providing us with leadership.  
Best wishes for a successful fiscal year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Board Picture taken at the 2010 Membership Dinner o n March 6, 2010



ABOUT OKTOBERFEST 
Ludwig's "royal" party  
Crown Prince Ludwig, later to become King Ludwig I, married Princess Therese of Saxony-Hildburghausen on October 
12, 1810. The citizens of Munich were invited to celebrate with them at festivities held on the fields in front of the city 
gates. Horse races in the presence of the Royal Family marked the close of the event, which was treated as a festival for 
the whole of Bavaria.  
 
The Oktoberfest continues in 1811  
In 1811, an added feature to the horse races was the first Agricultural Show, designed to boost Bavarian agriculture. The 
horse races were the oldest and most popular event of the festival, but are no longer held today. But the Agricultural Show 
is still held every three years during the Oktoberfest on the southern part of the festival grounds.  
 
More and more things to see and do  
In the first few decades, the choices of amusements were sparse. In 1818, the first carousel and two swings were set up. 
Visitors were able to quench their thirst at small beer stands. In 1896 the beer stands were replaced by the first beer tents 
and halls set up by the enterprising landlords with the backing of the breweries. Later a livestock show and carnival with 
carousels were added to the festival.   
 
Modern Munich celebration 
Many characteristics of the early Oktoberfest celebrations have been retained and expanded upon. Munich's annual 
celebration is still held on the original site, dubbed Theresienwiese ("Theresa's fields"), in front of the city gates. The 
locals just call it "Wies'n". The Mayor taps the first barrel of beer at Noon. 'O'zapft is!'  ('It's tapped!') The festivities 
include the Grand Entry of the Oktoberfest Landlords and Breweries, the Costume and Riflemen's Procession, marching 
bands, and horse-drawn beer wagons; the Oktoberfest Mass; and an agricultural festival. At the foot of the Bavaria Statue, 
adjacent to the Oktoberfest grounds, one important event is "Böllerschießen" (handheld canon salute); also in front of the 
Bavaria statue there are carousels, roller coasters and much more for the enjoyment and excitement of visitors of all ages. 
The tradition of beer and food stands continues today. Giant brewery-sponsored beer halls that can hold up to 5,000 
people a piece have replaced the beer tents. The days are filled with music, dancing, and singing. Millions of liters of beer 
(the "Maß" Oktoberfest Beer) are consumed, worn and sloshed about during Oktoberfest and visitors, many of which wear 
traditional Bavarian costumes, eat hundreds of thousands of sausages and rolls. Today, the Oktoberfest in Munich is the 
largest festival in the world.  
 
This year’s Oktoberfest: September 18 – October 3 
On Saturday, September 18th, the Schottenhamel tent is the place to be, if you want to catch the official opening 
ceremonies. At noontime, 12pm, the lord mayor of Munich will have the honor of tapping the first keg of Oktoberfest 
beer. Once the barrel has been tapped, all visitors will then be allowed to quench their thirst. It pays to arrive early in 
order to experience the festivities up close and personal and it's quite common for visitors to come around 9am to secure 
good seats. The festival will last until October 3th, 2010. Family days are on Tuesdays! The main highlight of the Wies’n 
events and an important must-see is the Oktoberfest Costume and Riflemen’s Parade. The parade happens every year on 
the first Wies’n Sunday. 
 
Planning to attend Oktoberfest in Munich? 
2011: September 17 - October 3 
2012: September 22 - October 7 
 
Some Oktoberfest dictionary terms 
Bierdimpfe (n.) - notorious beer drinker, "tavern potato". 
Brezn (n.) - Bavarian pretzel. Aesthetically twined string of dough, baked to a pastry. At the Oktoberfest, the giant 
"Riesnbrezn" are especially beloved. 
Busserl aufs Backerl - kiss on the cheek. 
Fetznrausch (n.) - totally drunk. 
Knofe (n.) - garlic, frequently used in Bavaria, but nonetheless unpopular in overcrowded beer tents.  
Maßkruagstemma (n.) - a contest, contestant must hold one maß beer with straight arms, the one who can carry the beer 
longest, wins. 
 

www.Oktoberfest.de 
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Traditional Bavarian Dancing 

Founded 1970 Poughkeepsie, NY 
 

Vorstand: Christine Pattantyús (845) 452-6219 
Vorplattler: David Yearack (845) 452-6360 
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